
British Power Boat Company, Hampshire, UK] 
MTB 01-12, 14-19 [launched 1936-39
Built: 1936-1939
Built of Honduras Mahogany, double diagonal construction.
Length: 60 feet 4 inches [18.39m] LOA  x 13 feet 10 inches 
[4.22m]  x  2 feet 10 inches [0.86m] 
Weight: 18 Tons [Standard] 
Fuel: Petrol . Capacity: 960 Gallons [imperial] 
Engines: 3 x W12 Napier. Sea Lion XI ;24 Litre , 1500 HP  
@2,300 RPM =  35.3-38 Knots in trials [1800 HP Max]
BSA .303 Lewis Machine Guns: MTB's 07-12 = 1 pair fore, 1 pair 
aft mounted centre line 
Torpedo Racks: 2 Stern 18 inch, 6 Depth Charge
Compliment: 9 
MTB 01 was ex 07, 07 was ex 13 and 19 was ex 01
The first R.N. MTBs  since the First World War. 10 were lost 
1939-41 and the others became motor attendant craft or
target service boats.

Caudae SpiculumCaveo
(Beware the sting in the tail) 

The 2nd MTB Flotilla on patrol in Tathong Channel, Hong Kong

Photo from Buddy Hideôs collection É 

In 1933 Hubert Scott-Painebuilt and raced Miss Britain III, which 
used a Napier Lion engine, in the United Statesand Venice, 
setting world records for a single engined boat.

Every fast motor yacht, and all of the modern breed of 
lifeboat, owe a design debt to these boats.
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The 2nd MTB Flotilla was formed in 1938 under the command of Lt-Cmdr D G (Knobby) Clark RN the 
senior officer of the flotilla until 1st Nov 1940 when Lt-Cmdr Boldero  RN took command until he lost an 
arm in an accident  in May 41 when Lt-Cmdr Gandy RN took over the flotilla until it was scuttled at Nanao 
in Mirs Bay in the early hours of 26th December 1941. On the outbreak of war with Japan in Hong Kong the 
flotilla was the only effective naval presence. When the Japanese army started to invade Hong Kong Island 
from Kowloon the Flotilla tore into the fray on full throttle in daylight led by MTB 07 coming under heavy 
fire from land, sea, & air,  losing 12 & 26 in the action, it was dubbed "The Balaclava of the Sea". MTB 08 
was lost on the slip at Aberdeen when hit by a bomb splinter.  When Hong Kong surrendered it was 
decided that the Flotilla should be used to get the Chinese liaison party led by Admiral Chan Chak and 
senior intelligence officials out. This the flotilla accomplished in the most dramatic circumstances on 
Christmas Day 1941.



2nd Motor Torpedo Boat Flotilla 
MTB.07  [ex 13] (comp 31 Aug 1938) 
MTB.08 (3 Sep 1937)
MTB.09 (8 Oct 1937)
MTB.10 (11 Jul 1938)
MTB.11 (26Jul 1938) 
MTB.12 (3 Aug 1938) 


